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LAWS RELATING TO THE INSTRUCTION
OF DEFECTIVE CHILDREN IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

{Chsapter 194, G, L. 1915, as amended by Chap-
ters 218 and 129 G. L. 19219)

Section 1. Education of Deaf Children.—

Upon application of any special, indepen-
dent or common school district, complying with
the provisions of this act, made to the state sup-
erintendent of education, he may grant permis-
sion t¢ such distriet to establish and maintain,
within its limits one or more schools for the in-
struction of deaf children who are residents of
the state.

Any school district which shall maintain
one or more such schools, shall through its clerk
or secretary report to the state superintendent
of education annually, or oftener, if he so direct,
such facts relative to such school or schools as
he may require.

The courses and methods of instruction must
comply with such requirements as may be out-
lined by the state superintendent of education.
All schools for deaf children established under
this act shall be conducted by the combined
system which includes the oral, the aural, the
manezl and every method known to this pro-
{fession; and the course and methods of instrue-
tion shall be substantially egual or equivalent
in efficiency to the course and methods of in-
struction established and employed in the state
school of the deaf at Faribault, Minnesota.
The state superintendent of education may
designate any member of his staff as an inspector
to visit and note the progress of the schools pEO-
vided for in thig act., .

Permistion to establish such spec;al classes
may be granted to districts which have an ac-
tual attendance of not less than five deaf chil-
dren, over four and not exceeding sixteen years
of age who may come under the previsions of
this act. Blind children, defective speech chil-
dren and mentally subnormal children are not
to be admitted to the same class with deaf chil-
dren but must each have geparate classes and
geparate teachers.




There shall be paid out of the current school
fund in the state treasury annually in the month
of July, to the treasurer of the school district
board, or of the board of education, in the school
district maintaining such school or schools un-
der the charge of one or more teachers, whose
appointment and qualifications shall be ap-
proved by the state superintendent of educa-
tion, the sum of one hundred and fifty ($150)
dollars for each deaf child instructed in such
school or schools having an annual session of at
least nine months during the year preceding
the first day of July. "

It shall be the duty of the treasurer of the
school district or of the board of education re-
ceiving the aid provided for in this section, to
render annually to the state superintendent of
education an itemized statement of all expen-
ditures of said school or schools. Any surplus
at the end of the year shall be reserved as a spe-
cial fund for the education of the deaf children
of that district and can be used for no other pur-
pose.

Sec. 2. Education of Blind Children.—

Upon application made to the state superin-
tendent of education by any special, indepen-
dent or common school district, complying with
the provisions of this act, said superintendent
may grant permission to such district to es-
tablish and maintain within its limits one or
more classes for the instruction of blind chil-
dren who are residents of the state.

Any school district which shall maintain onc
or more such classes shall, through its clerk or
secretary, report to the state superintendent of
education annually, or oftener if he so direct,
such facts relative to such class or classes as he
‘may require.

The courses, methods of instruction and super-
vision, the conditions under which teachers are
employed and the equipment must comply with
such requirements as may be prescribed by the
state superintendent of education. Teachers
in such classes shall be appointed as are other
public school teachers. They shall possess the
usual qualifications required of teachers in the
public schools, and in addition thereto such spe-
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cial training as the board of education or state
superintendent may require.

Permission to establish such special classes
shall be granted to aforesaid districts which have
an actual attendance of not less than five blind
children between the ages of four and sixteen
years, who may come under the provisions of
this act; provided, however, that nothing in this
act shall be construed as preventing parents of
any such children from sending their children
to state school for blind, if they so elect.

For the purpose of this act, any person of
sound mind who, by reason of defective sight,
cannot profitably or safely be educated in the
public scheols as other children, shall be con-
sidered blind, and, after the establishment of
such classes by any school district, the compul-

sory school laws of this state shall be deemed.

to apply to such children under the age of six-
teen years.

There shall be paid out of the current school
fund in the state treasury annually in the month
of July, te the treasurer of the school district
board or the board of education, in the schaool
district maintaining such class or classes, the
sum of two hundred ($200) dollars for necessary
school expense on account of each blind child
instructed in such class or classes, having an
annual session of at least nine months during
the year preceding the first day of July, provid-
ing such child has been in attendance the full
nine months, or a proportionate amount for
such time as they have attended.

It shall be the duty of the treasurer of the
school district or the board of education receiv-
ing aid provided for in this section, to render an-
nually to the state superintendent of education,
an itemized statement of all expenditures of
said class or classes. Any surplus at the end of
the year not expended for salaries of special
teachers, special supervision, special equipment,
special material and transportation of pupils
of such class or classes, shall be reserved as a
special fund for the education of blind children
of that district and can be used for no other pur-
pose.

Sec. 3. Education of Defective Speech
Children.—Section one (1) of this act shall, so
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far as applicable, provide for and apply to
schools for defective speech children, except that
these schools shall be under the control of the
State Superintendent of Education and that
there shall be paid out of the current school fund
in the state treasury annually in the month of
July to the treasurer of the school district main-
taining a school or schools for defective speech
children under the charge of one or more teach-
ers whose appointment and gqualifications shall
be approved by the State Superintendent of
Education, the sum of one hundred dollars
(8100.00) for each defective spesch child in-
structed in such school or schools having an an-
nual session of at least nine months during the
vear next preceding the first day of July; and a
share of such sum proportionate to the term of
instruction of anv such pupil who shall be so in-
structed less than nine months during such
school vyear.

Sec. 4. Education of Mental Subnormal
Children.—Section one (1) of this act shall, so
far as applicable, provide for and apply to
schools for mental subnormal children, except
that these schools shall be under the control of
the State Superintendent of Education and that
there shall be paid out of the current school fund
in the state treasury annually in the month of
July to the treasurer of the school district main-
taining a school or schools for mental subnormal
children, under the charge of one or more teach-
ers whose appointment and qualifications shall
be approved by the State Superintendent of
Education, the sum of one hundred dollars
($100.00) for each mental subnormal child in-
structed in such school or schools having an an-
nual session of at least nine months during the
year next preceding the first day of July.

Sec. 5. Limitation of Attendance.—Permis-
sion to establish such special classes as may come
under the provisions of sections 3 and 4 of this
act, may be granted to districts which have an
actual attendance of not less than five children
of school age.

ORGANIZATION AND STANDARDS
RELATING TO

SPECIAL CLASSES FOR DEFECTIVES.

Application. On or before the first day of
August each vear an application shall be filed
with the commissioner of education for the es-
tablishment of such class or classes as the school
board may desire to maintain. The blank form
of such application may be secured from the
office of the commissioner of education.

Admission of Pupils. No child shall be ad-
mitted to any special class, until such child has
been properly examined by a licensed physician
and a record of such examination has been filed
with the local school authorities. In cases where
physical defects have been found, treatment
must be provided and a complete record of such
treatment shall also be placed on file with the
local school authorities. A duplicate of such
records shall be furnished to the teacher in whose
class the child is enrolled, and the same must be
carefully preserved. For age limits see Chap.
194, Laws of 1915, as amended by Chap. 218
and Chap. 129, Laws of 1919,

Certificates of Teachers. Each teacher in
order to be properly qualified for the work must
hold a special certificate, issued by the commis-
sioner of education. Such certificate is valid
only for one of the four groups enumerated in
Chapter 194, Laws of 1915, as amended by
Chap. 129 and Chap. 218, Laws of 1919.
Certificates may be general or local, depending
in each case upon the qualifications of the per-
son to whom the certificate is issued. A general
certificate is wvalid throughout the state. A
local certificate is limited to a particular school
system. Local certificates will be issued only
upon the recommendation of the superintendent
of the school system in which such teacher seeks
to secure employment.

Records and Reports. A complete attend-
ance record of each child must be kept and re-
ports required by the commissioner of education
shall be made from time to time, -as he may di-
rect,

Rooms. All rooms assigned to pupils of
special classes shall conform to the standards of
the Department of Education as outlined in its
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bulletin entitled “Buildings and Sanitation.”
Such rooms must be kept in good condition and
be equipped with suitable furniture and ap-
paratus.

CLASSES OF SUBNORMAL CHILDREN

Enrollment. The maximum number of pu-
pilsin any one class assigned to one teacher shall
not exceed fifteen,

Qualification of Teachers. Each teacher
must have had the academic and the professional
training required of teachers of elementary
school grades in the public schools of the state,
and must also have had two years’ successful
experience in teaching normal children. In
addition thereto each teacher is required to have
had one year's special training in dealing with
the problem of the subnormal child, Such
training shall have been received at an institu-
tion approved by the commissioner of education.
In lieu of one year's continuous training, special
courses at summer schools may be accepted
for such part of the work as they represent.

Conditions for Admission of Pupils. In
addition to the physical examination by a li-
censed physician, as required for all children in
special classes, the following requirements are
made for classes of subnormal children:

1. Only such children may be admitted to
these classes as have been properly examined as
to their mental condition by the use of standard
tests accepted and approved by the commis-
sioner of education.

2. Admission of pupils to these classes shall
be restricted to those certified by the superin-
tendent of schools or by such assistant as he may
designate.

3. No child shall be admitted to these classes
whose mental development is less than fifty or
more than eighty-five per cent of that of an av-
erage normal child of corresponding age. All
children with a mental development of over
eighty-five per cent shall be regarded as normal
in intellectual ecapacity, irrespective of the
amount of pedagogical retardation or other
peculiarities. All children with a mental devel-
opment below fifty per cent shall be regarded as
too defective for proper care and training in the
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public schools and shall, so far as possible, be
sent to the proper state institution at Faribault.
Children with a mental development between
fifty and seventy-five percentof thatof an aver-
age normal child shall also be regarded as cases
requiring commitment to the state institution
at Faribault on their leaving the public schools,
and shall be so recorded.

4. Children suffering from remediable physi-
cal defects shall receive proper treatment and
it shall be the duty of the school board to re-
quire or provide such treatment, In each case
treatment of physical defects shall precede ad-
mission into the special class. If the required
mental examination 1s made within less than six
months following the treatment of physical de-
fects, a second mental examination shall be made
from six to twelve months after the first, and the
child shall be excluded from the special class,
if sufficient mental improvement is found. Sub-
normal children with physical defects for which
no treatment is given will not entitle the school
to state aid for their attendance.

Methods of Instruction. The general

character of the instruction shall be largely indi-

vidual, based upon the mental age of the pupil,
his interests, habits, peculiarities, previous his-
tory, home conditions, and other personal char-
acteristics. Academic and industrial work shall
be so arranged that the pupil may readily take
up one or the other at such intervals as will best
promote his advancement. Moral instruction,
personal hygiene, good habits, and other in-
struction for elevating the ideals of pupils shall
receive vital consideration in each class, and
teachers shall use every opportunity for instill-
ing in the minds of these pupils the physical and
social value of clean, upright, useful living.
Flexibility of program and adaptation of work
to capacities of pupils are the vital factors to be
considered in dealing with methods of instruc-
tion. 3

State Aid. In computing the amount of
state aid, each school system shall be awarded
$100 per child in attendance during the entire
year and a pro rata amount for a shorter period,
but in no case shall the amount sc awarded ex-
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ceed the amount actually paid for teathers’
salari¢s, special supervision, special equipment,

special material and franspbrtation of pupils

in such class or classes. No aid shall be al-
lowed for a child i in attendance less than twenty
days.- - .

CLASSES OF DEAF CHILDREN

Enrolimesit: The maximum number of Pl
pils in any ope class assngned to one teacher
shall not exceed ten. .

Qualificatipns of Teachers. Each teacher
mugat have had the academic and the professional
training requird of teachers in -elementary
school grades in the public schools of the state.
The special training for teaching the deaf shall
ke equivalent to that required of teachers doing
corresponding work in the State School for the
Deaf,

Conditions for - Admission'of Pupils.
In addition to the physical exdmination by a
licensed physician, as required for all children in
special classes, an auriculer examination shall be
made of each child in accordance with standard’
tegts accepted and approved by the commis-
sioner of education. .

Methods of Instruction. “The combined
system, which,” according to-the statutes, “‘in-
cludes the oral, the aural, the manua! and every
method known to this profession™ shall be used
in the special classes, and the definitions of these

methods as given in the American Annals of the |

Deaf shall be accepted as determining the
method of the instryction given:. .

1. THE -COMBINED SYSTEM. Speech
and speech-reading are regarded as very im-
portant, but mental development and the ac-
quisition. of lahgnage are regarded as still more
tmportant. -It is believed that in many cases
mental developrient 'and the acquisition of
lznguage can be best promoted by the Manual
or the Manual Alphabet metBod and, so faras
circumstances permit, such method is chosen
for eack pupil as seems best adapted: for his indi-
wvidual case. Speech and speech-reading are
taught where the measure of success seems likely
to justify the labor expended, and ie most of the

- schools some of the pupils are taught wholly or

-
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chiefiy by the Oral method Qf by the Aurlcula.r
method.

2. THE ORAL METHOD " Sgeech. and
speech-reading, together with writing, are made
the chief means of instiuction, :and facility in
speech and speech-reading, as well a5 mental
development and written language, is 2imed at.
There is a difference in different schools in the
extent to which the use of natural signs is al-
lowed in the early.part of the course, and alse
in.the prominence given to writing as an auxili-
ary to epeech and speech-reading in the course of

. imstructipn; but they are differences only in de-

gree, and the end aimed at is the same in all,

3. THE AURICULAR METHOD. ' The
kearing of semi-deaf pupils Is utilized and de-
veloped to the greatest possible extent and, with
or without the aid of artificial appliances, their
education is carried on chiefty through the use of
speech and hearfng, together with writing. The
-aim of the method is to graduate itz pupils as
kard-of-hearing speakmg people mstead of
deaf-mutes.

4. THE MANUAL METHOD. Signs, the
minual alphabet and writing are  the chief
means used in the Instruction of the pupils, and
the principal objects aimed at are mental de-
velopment and facility in the comprehension
and use of written language. The degree of rela-
tive importance given to these three means va-
riez in different schools; but it is a difference only
in degree, and the end dimed at is the same in all.

5. THE MANUAL ALPHAEET METH-
OD. The manual alphabet and writing are the
chief means used in the instruction of the pupils,

and the principal objects aimed at are mental de-

velopment and facility in the comprehension
and use of writtenh - language. Speech and

speech-reading are taught to all of the pupils in

the school (the Western New York Ins:tutron)
recorded as following this method,

State Aid. Incomputing the amount of state
aid, each school system shall be awarded $150
per child in attendance during the entire year
and a pro rata amount for a shorter period, but
in no case shall the amount so awarded exceed
the amount actually paid for teachers' salaries,

13
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special supérvision, special equipment; special
materials and transportation of pupils in such
class or classes. No aid shall be allowed for a
child in attendangce less than twenty days.

CLASSES FOR CHILDREN OF DEFECTIVE
SPEECH

Enrolilment. The children in these classes
shall be enrolled in the regular classes of the
school and shall meet the special teacher of this
work in a room set apart for the exclusive use
of such teacher, The teacher shall keep an ac-
curate daily record of the time spent with each
pupil ar group of pupils. The number of pupils
to be instructed daily shall be determined from
the character of the work which must neces-
sarily be doné and may vary from time to time.

Qualifications of Teachers. Each teacher
must have had the academic and the profes-
sional training required of teachers in elemen-
tary school grades in the public schools of the
state. The special trammg requlred. shall in-
clude such courses as are given in approved in-
stitutions for the training of the organs of
speech and the correction of speech defects.

Conditions for Admission of Pupils. 'In
addition to the physical examination by a It
censed physician, as required for all children in
special classes, it is essential that the particular
tvpe of speech defect be determined, and a
record made for each pupil. :

Methods of Treatment. Each case must be
recagnized. as a special problem, and treatment
based upon a scientific understanding of the es-
sential nature of the defect, Correct, habits of
respiration, encouragement of self—_coqﬁdence,
and:the cultivation of complete relaxation while
using the voice, are essential. The natural use
of the vpice as in singing, imitation, conversa-
tion; and reading is the recognized means of
tcauhmg expression and no, mechanical devices
or questmnable practices wﬂ‘f u,nde'r_ any can-
sideration, be perniitted. Frlr S

«: State -Aid. In computing "the amount of
state .aid, each school system-shall be awarded
swf] per- child in attendance during. the entire
year antl a pro rata amount fot a shorter period;
but in no_case shall the amount so awarded ex-
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ceed the amount actually paid for teachers'
salaries, special supervision, special equipment,
special materials and transportation of pupils in
such class or classes. Nor will aid be allowed
for a greater number than fifteen children to
each teacher. No aid shall be allowed for a child
in attendance less than twenty days.
CLASSES OF BLIND CHILDREN

Enrollment, The children in these classcs
shall be enrolled in the regular classes of the
school and shall meet the special teacher in &
room set apart for the exclusive use of such
teacher., The teacher shall keep an accurate
daily record of the time spent with each pupil
or group of pupils. The number of pupils to be
instructed daily shall be determined from the
character of the work which must necessarily be
done and may vary from time to time.

Qualifications of Teachers. Each teacher
must have had the academic and the profes-
signal training required of teachers in elemen-
tary school grades in the public schools of the
state. The special training for teachers of
blind children shall be equivalent to that re-
quired of teachers doing corresponding work in
the State School for the Blind at Faribault.

Conditions for Admission of Pupils. In
addition to the physical examination by a li-
censed physician, as requirved for all children in
special classes, a special examination shall be
made of each pupil to determine the degree of
defective sight, whenever total blindness does
not exist.

Methods of Instruction. The courses of-
fered and the methods of instruction shall be
equivalent to the courses and methods of in-
struction established and emploved in the State
School for the Blind at Faribault,

Special Aid. 1In computing the amount of
state aid, each school system shall be awarded
$200 per child in attendance during the entire
year and a pro rata amount for a shorter period,
but in no case shall the amount so awarded ex-
ceed the amount actually paid for teachers'
salaries, special supervision, special equipment,
special material and transportation of pupils
in such class or classes, Nao aid shall be allowed

for a child in attendance less than twenty days.
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